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(57) Abstract :
An encoder (10) is provided for encoding data (D1 ) provided thereto to generate corresponding encoded data (D2) wherein the
encoder (10) includes a data processing arrangement (20) for applying one or more encoding processes to the data (D1 ) to
generate the encoded data (D2). The data processing arrangement (20) is operable to represent the data (D1 ) at least partially in
a set of numerical value symbols if the data (D1 ) is not already expressed in numerical value symbols. The data processing
arrangement (20) is operable to generate intermediate data (40) in which the numerical value symbols are represented by
original values and at least one symbol by a modified value with one or more continuum symbols generated by a continuum
operator wherein the one or more continuum symbols modify preceding symbol values to accommodate an extended range of
symbols. The data processing is operable (20) to process the intermediate data (40) to generate the encoded data (D2). A
decoder (50) is provided for decoding encoded data (D2) provided thereto to generate corresponding decoded data
(D3) wherein the decoder (50) includes a data processing arrangement (60) for applying one or more decoding processes to the
encoded data (D2) to generate the decoded data (D3). The data processing arrangement (60) is operable to process the encoded
data (D2) to generate intermediate data (40). The data processing arrangement (60) is operable to process the intermediate data
(40) to decode the intermediate data wherein in the intermediate data numerical value symbols are represented by output
symbols and at least by one modified output symbol with one or more continuum symbols that are then decoded by an inverse
continuum operator wherein the one or more continuum symbols modify the modified output symbol value to accommodate an
extended range of symbols. The data processing arrangement (60) is operable to translate and/or transform the processed
intermediate data to represent the decoded data (D3) in a set of symbols. The encoder (10) and decoder (50) collectively a
codec (100) are operable to process data representative of captured audio signals captured video signals captured images text
data seismographic data sensor signals analog to digital (ADC) converted data biomedical signal data calendar data economic
data mathematical data binary data but not limited thereto.
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